The mechanism of induction of joint destruction in solitary bone cysts (SBC) was studied in patient's cyst fluid with respect to active oxygen scavengers, such as superoxide dismutase (SOD) and catalase. In cyst f lued, the activeity of SOD and catalase was found to be 15 fold and 5.5 fold, respectively, that of the serum. These results suggest that active oxygen species may be associated with the induction of the bone destruction in SBC.
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